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Introduction 
 
The sheer terror of hope has been dissected and repackaged as standard rhymes, 
experimental verse, and other poetic forms in order to rendition the reader blissfully numb. 
These are poems that contain elements of eroticism, satire, political commentary, and horror 
wherein the reader need not wonder how many times can Lady Lazarus be resurrected after 
waterboarding, because they find themselves acting as her proxy in this endeavor. 
Wholesome Terror is a savage, hydrophobic dog of a book curled up with the reader’s 
throat comfortably within reach. 
 
 

About the Author 
 
John Edward Lawson is an author, editor and poet living in the Maryland suburbs of 
Washington, DC. He is the author of ten books of fiction and poetry and seven chapbooks. 
Over 500 of his poems, stories, and articles have been published in magazines, anthologies, 
literary journals, and newspapers worldwide. John was a winner of the 2001 Fiction 
International Emerging Writers Competition; in addition to being a finalist for the Bram 
Stoker Award (2006, Superior Achievement in Poetry) and the Wonderland Award for 
Bizarro Fiction (2007, collected fiction), other award nominations include two for the 
Rhysling Award, two for the Dwarf Stars Award, and the Pushcart Prize. 

John is also a founding editor of Raw Dog Screaming Press. He spent four years as editor-
in-chief of The Dream People online literary journal of bizarro fiction and poetry. Other 
editorial projects include three print anthologies, four e-anthologies, and freelance work for 
such companies as National Lampoon and Double Dragon Publishing. 

He has been involved in the production of numerous short films, including award winners 
Party Girl and Uberman: An Experiment in Consciousness. Director Jayson Densman has 
collaborated with John for years spawning a trilogy of PoVids derived from his poetry. 

 
Things to Think about While Reading 

 
This is presumably a literary poetry collection yet given the cover art, title, dark nature of 
the themes, and the book's conclusion…can this be more accurately described as a horror 
collection? Which genre does it "feel like" as you read? 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Do any of the poems here reference Sylvia Plath and/or her writings? If so, how many of 
these works qualify? 
 



Both mothers and fathers are featured prominently in these poems. Is this merely 
thematic or is there something deeper at work here? 
 
Do "Orthodox Copenhagen", "Sonnet of No Safe Word", and "Why the Big Cat's Eyes 
Are So Pretty" qualify as love poems? If not, why not? 
 
"Monster Poem" comes from the experimental school of cut-up poetry, with sources for 
the various texts listed. Is there an overall congruent narrative or point to this poem? 
 
Does Section 6 of "Monster Poem" provide the conclusion you anticipated? What other 
approach could the author have taken? 
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