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Introduction 
 
Through a series of dark bizarro adventures Truth in Ruins chronicles the world’s dying 
gasps. Sneak into the space where flesh is erased and sanity unspools, where casual 
brutality rules and hilarity ensues. Here flesh is as malleable as one’s morals, everyone is 
a serial killer, and one must always keep a shotgun at the ready to fend off trolls and 
kobalds. You have been warned… 
 
 

About the Author 
 
John Edward Lawson grew up at the border of a large state forest bordering a polluted 
urban area. Since his family did not own a vehicle he spent his formative years getting 
around on foot, exploring every inch of the grimy city streets and the wooded hills with 
their creeks and fauna. The mix of urban decay and receding nature struck a chord in 
Lawson, particularly because his own incongruous background--being derived from 
farmers, aristocrats, slaves, and genocided indigenous people--attuned him to the 
possibilities of unexpected dualities. Or, more importantly, how the potentials provided 
by such combinations are so often squandered. This interest in "mixing" came to the fore 
in his early work, and by the mid-2000s he was recognized as one of the frontrunners of 
the new movement of bizarro fiction, which blends literary surrealism/absurdism with 
contemporary speculative fiction. Many of those early works, including Lawson's 
contribution to the original Bizarro Starter Kit, have been collected here. 
 
 

Things to Think about While Reading 
 

Are the stories here arranged by escalating level of unpleasantness? If so how does it 
affect your interpretation of the overall collection? Does this proposed arrangement 
mirror the author's perceived collapse of the world around us? 
 
The author has stated in interviews that he believes bizarro fiction resonates with readers 
because it makes tangible how things "feel" to us, which is far more accurate than 
cataloging what is happening on the physical surface of things. This approach to craft is 
at the core of this collection. 
 
Lawson feels that too often in literature and film detective work is presented as 
something anybody can do if they find themselves in the middle of something 
mysterious, while the reality is that most people are terribly lacking in the arts of 
subterfuge and the mind-crushing patience required to sort through trivial details for days 
and weeks on end. This belief spills over into both Devil Entendre and this collection. 
 



Discussion Questions 
 

Early in "The Non-Duality of Elanoir" Elanoir advises her clients to beware life coaches 
who attempt to impose their own desires on the coaching process. In the end does she go 
against this advice herself, and if so is it intentional or a result of her disease? 
 
In "When the Darkness Bleeds" the narrator suggests things are not occurring in 
chronological order. Why? Is this story meant to serve as an introduction to the 
collection, and if so why is it not located at the front of the book? 
 
Are "A Serpent's Crushing Weight" and "Belly of the City" connected? 
 
After reading "Küebler-Ross' Ladder" contemplate meetings you have been involved 
with, whether they were related to school, family, law, business, or some other matter. 
Can you draw parallels between this story and your real life experiences? 
 
In "Truth in Ruins" there are so many labels, types, and categories for beings that it can 
be impossible to keep track of "what's what." Does it all become meaningless and 
indecipherable? If so, why? Or does the use of jargon introduce new layers of meaning? 
Is the compulsive cataloging of things realistic or an absurd caricature?   

 
 

Books/Films/ Media that Inspired the Author 
 
Bullet Ballet 
The Dark Crystal 
Dungeons & Dragons role playing games (and gamers) 
The Element of Crime 
The Silence of the Lambs 

 
 

Recommended Reading 
 
12 Monkeys 
The Pink Panther film series 
Se7en 
Tetsuo: The Iron Man 
The Willow Tree by Hubert Selby, Jr. 
 
 


