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Introduction 
 
Fringe fiction authors John Edward Lawson and Dustin LaValley battle to the death in 
order to establish supremacy of the indie publishing scene. LaValley, a martial arts 
instructor, lurks in one corner. Opposing him is the behemothic Lawson, and between the 
two lay the corpses of readers, reviewers, and the heedless literary elite. What force can 
stop them in time to save mankind? 
 
 

About the Authors 
 
Dustin LaValley is a multiple award-winning author of dark, genre-crossing fiction. Born 
in upstate New York to a corrections officer and nurse, LaValley was raised in a foster 
home with his two birth sisters and two adopted brothers surrounded by ten to twelve 
older boys at any given time. As a teenager, he was involved with boxing and BMX. He 
rode professionally for a short period before falling ill to Ulcerative Colitis and Colon 
Cancer. As an adult, he has had several surgeries including the total removal of his large 
intestine.  LaValley is heavily influenced by the hardcore and heavy metal music scene, 
which is prominent in many of his works. He has been unofficially titled, “The Lone 
Wolf” and “The Fugazi meets Henry Rollins of Fiction” for his aggressive DIY anti-
corporate, self-promotion and strong nature towards unity and togetherness within the 
independent presses. Outside of his writing, he is well known for extensive tattoos that 
cover his entire back and arms. Dustin LaValley is the author of the books Lowlife 
Underdogs, Lawson Vs. LaValley, A Child’s Guide to Death, Spinner, and The Deceived. 
Although his work is classified as dark fiction, it conforms to no one label or genre and 
has set itself aside from peers as pushing the boundaries of what is known as formula and 
format. Crisscrossing and interweaving between literary, experiential, horror, thriller and 
alternative adult fiction, LaValley’s work is a genre in itself. 
 
John Edward Lawson is an author, editor and poet living in the Maryland suburbs of 
Washington, DC. He is the author of ten books of fiction and poetry and seven 
chapbooks. Over 500 of his poems, stories, and articles have been published in 
magazines, anthologies, literary journals, and newspapers worldwide. John was a winner 
of the 2001 Fiction International Emerging Writers Competition; in addition to being a 
finalist for the Bram Stoker Award (2006, Superior Achievement in Poetry) and the 
Wonderland Award for Bizarro Fiction (2007, collected fiction), other award nominations 
include two for the Rhysling Award, two for the Dwarf Stars Award, and the Pushcart 
Prize. John is also a founding editor of Raw Dog Screaming Press. He spent four years as 
editor-in-chief of The Dream People online literary journal of bizarro fiction and poetry. 
Other editorial projects include three print anthologies, four e-anthologies, and freelance 
work for such companies as National Lampoon and Double Dragon Publishing. He has 
been involved in the production of numerous short films, including award winners Party 



Girl and Uberman: An Experiment in Consciousness. Director Jayson Densman has 
collaborated with John for years spawning a trilogy of PoVids derived from his poetry. 

  
 

Things to Think about While Reading 
 

This book grew out of a joke between the authors. What if a book was presented in the 
format of a duel between the two? With that being the case does the book feel like a joke 
or gimmick? Is there a clear "winner?"  
 
The authors are both known for their work in the field of flash fiction. How effective can 
a story be if it is only a few pages long, or even just a paragraph? How does this book 
meet your expectations after reading novels? 
 
Both the authors mix their horror and literary influences frequently. Does this detract 
from the overall mood of the book, or augment it? Do the stories feel out of place next to 
each other? 
 
The typical collaboration requires the authors to build stories together. In this collection, 
however, the authors present works written individually. Do their voices work well 
together, or do the separate sections feel like entirely different books? 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What is the juxtaposition of "The Lightness of Being"/"The Rib Specialist" and 
"Actionable Intelligence" meant to convey, if anything? 
 
Lawson's section concludes with "The Finger", "Medical Intervention", and "Like Water 
For Shaivo" after opening with two stories about surgeons. What differences are there 
between the stories? What similarities? 
 
In "Like Water For Shaivo" both groups have strong beliefs, but based on their behavior 
is either group "right?" Is Gopher more virtuous than them because he is focused on the 
woman herself, as opposed to the cause she represents? 
 
There is a strong focus on family in the later stories. Is the subtle approach of "Inaccess" 
more or less effective than the over-the-top nature of "Feral?" Why is violence the answer 
in both "Chores" and "The Solution?" How do "Lurkin'" and "The Baby Burns Easily" 
differ from each other and the four aforementioned stories? 
 
Explain the timeline of "Dumpster Boy." Does the third section occur before or after the 
others? 
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