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Introduction 
 
Lawson’s second poetry collection mixes the humorous with the grotesque in a bizarre 
collection of new and previously published poetry. This volume showcases his more 
story-like poems, many of which are favorites at his readings. Appearances by Pee Wee 
Herman, the hook hand of urban legend, and the Egyptian god Anubis will have you 
laughing despite yourself. This second edition contains over 30 pages of bonus material 
featuring Lawson at his most bizarre and irreverent. 
 
 

About the Author 
 
John Edward Lawson is an author, editor and poet living in the Maryland suburbs of 
Washington, DC. He is the author of ten books of fiction and poetry and seven 
chapbooks. Over 500 of his poems, stories, and articles have been published in 
magazines, anthologies, literary journals, and newspapers worldwide. John was a winner 
of the 2001 Fiction International Emerging Writers Competition; in addition to being a 
finalist for the Bram Stoker Award (2006, Superior Achievement in Poetry) and the 
Wonderland Award for Bizarro Fiction (2007, collected fiction), other award nominations 
include two for the Rhysling Award, two for the Dwarf Stars Award, and the Pushcart 
Prize. 

John is also a founding editor of Raw Dog Screaming Press. He spent four years as 
editor-in-chief of The Dream People online literary journal of bizarro fiction and poetry. 
Other editorial projects include three print anthologies, four e-anthologies, and freelance 
work for such companies as National Lampoon and Double Dragon Publishing. 

He has been involved in the production of numerous short films, including award winners 
Party Girl and Uberman: An Experiment in Consciousness. Director Jayson Densman has 
collaborated with John for years spawning a trilogy of PoVids derived from his poetry. 

 
 

Things to Think about While Reading 
 

This is the author's third collection of poetry, and maintains a focus on horror or dark 
verse. Despite that there is much humor here. Do humor and horror mix well in your 
opinion? As you read does there seem to be a purpose for including so much humor? 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Can you tell which poems are original to the collection, and which were written a decade 



later for this new edition? 
 
Both "Dialogue at 10:44" and "Gramma Snuff" feature grandmothers, but in entirely 
different roles. Does the author have a problem with maternal figures or the elderly? Are 
the women the same? 
 
With the inclusion of works such as "Infracturation", "Sex on a grave, yours…", 
"Corporeal Raider", and "Pedophile #187" is this a sex-negative collection? How does 
that play off the inclusion of such works as "Sensor", "Notable Days on the Heart's 
Calendar", and "Carbon Dating Service?" 
 
How does religion play into the various scenarios of horror in this collection? 
 
The book concludes with "Final." In what ways is that poem reinterpreted when 
considering the book opens with "The Dreamatorium?" 
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