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Introduction 
 
Are there moments in your past you ignore…pretend never happened…moments you 
hide from yourself and others? What if the only thing imbuing our past with a sense of 
dread and terror is the fact that our future is based on it? And every evil incident has given 
the devil a foothold to step inside and make himself at home in our hearts. Be it a secret 
vice, a childhood trauma, or disturbing holiday traditions, Devil Entendre is a petri dish in 
which the dark moments of our lives are allowed to evolve unencumbered. 
 
 

About the Author 
 
Early in life John Edward Lawson lived through some incidents that most in the United 
States are never confronted with. As he aged he began to realize the scope of his 
experiences, and became fascinated with the notion of how people are shaped by events 
around them. Furthermore, in a wealthy, hypermediated environment such as ours in 
which everyone is convinced they are or can be the star of a very important drama…who 
plays the bad guy? Do they know they are the bad guy? Do they see the unhappy ending 
coming, or can they throw away the script and revise the structure of their lives? It is 
with these points in mind that Lawson approaches his fiction, be it in the horror genre--as 
with Devil Entendre--or his work in other genres, including children's and humor.  
 
 

Things to Think about While Reading 
 

The author approaches the notion of "ontogeny recapitulates phylogeny," or "history 
repeats itself," as perhaps a bit more of a societal phenomenon, whereas at the personal 
level it might be more accurate to say: a dismal history ensures an even more dismal 
future. In Devil Entendre it is this proposed dismal history that allows corruption--or, for 
lack of a better word, "evil"--a foothold in the individual. Bearing this in mind the author 
became interested in pursuing how characters in the grip of such "devils" would evolve 
when thrust into various circumstances. 
 
Whether it be a fixation with canines or dolls, these are people predisposed to establish 
connections with inanimate objects and what would typically be subordinate beings far 
more readily than with their fellow humans. Is this because they quite rightly do not 
consider themselves human beings? Do they fear exposing themselves as being unlike 
others, or can we discern from their actions that the opinions of others don't matter to 
them? 



 
In narrative terms this is the author's most conservative text. While it eschews the 
experiments in form Lawson is often known for, the stories in Devil Entendre tend to be 
presented from the perspective of antagonists. Does this impact our ability to 
sympathize with those who are wronged or in peril? Does this approach exploit, or 
contradict, expectations set up by traditional storytelling wherein the reader is intended to 
sympathize with the central character?  
 
More than just being a play on double entendre, a phrase suggesting something has more 
than one meaning, devil entendre translates as "devil entry." Is the "devil entry" in 
question restricted to characters on the page, or is the author--by means of using the 
antagonists' perspective--allowing the "devil" to enter the reader innocuously in order to 
achieve some understanding beyond details presented in the plot? 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Have you ever felt as the protagonist does in "The Invisible Girl?" Who is the protagonist 
here…the girl, the doll, or the parents? 
 
Sacrifice is referenced repeatedly in "Never Go Back." What does Addy actually do in the 
final scene? How does it echo and/or change the earlier scene between Cam and Whisp? 
 
Can "An Ideal Family Holiday" be construed as an allegory for conformity, and in what 
ways does it fail to be so? Do the family dynamics and motivations ring true? 
 
In "Tap That Ass" does the author build the characters around archetypes, or 
stereotypes? Is the "devil" here societal or personal? 
 
In "Jagged Desire" is Father Picard investigating the incidents or the people? Is he 
investigating the case at hand or looking for something else? 

 
 

Books/Films/ Media that Inspired the Author 
 
Hunting Humans by Michael Newton 
Pimp by Iceberg Slim 
The Proving by Thomas Szollosi 
World of MC Escher by MC Escher and JL Locher 
 
 
 

 



Recommended Reading 
 
Cabal by Clive Barker 
The Collected Works of HP Lovecraft 
Exorcist and Legion by William Peter Blatty 


